THE ROMAN FOUNDATION
when very great matters were concerned in General Councils,
Among these bishops the Bishop of Rome had always been
regarded from the earliest days as having Primacy. This was
founded on Apostolic tradition, which was, of course, spread
everywhere by speech and general communication; but it also
appeared in certain sentences of the fragmentary original records.
By this tradition the Apostle Peter (who ended his career as a
martyr in Rome under Nero) was held to be the chief of the
Apostles. The feeling was reinforced by the presence together
and common martyrdoms of him and of St Paul, the chief
missioner and propagator of the Faith, in the capital of the world.
The Episcopate, though each bishop was supreme in his own
diocese, had degrees of power. The bishops of one region were
gathered under a chief bishop in the principal town, an Arch-
bishop, or Metropolitan] and these, again, were arranged in
much larger groups under the bishops of towns very important
either politically or from their history in the Church, such as
Jerusalem, Alexandria, Rome. These few super-eminent bishops
were called Patriarchs.
Now, it is remarkable that, while the Greek, eastern half of
the Empire had several Patriarchs, the Latin, western half had
only OW0: the Bishop of Rome. This added greatly to his
position. He was therefore the unique authority over the
western part of the Church, with its Latin Mass and liturgy,
while the eastern, with its Greek Mass and liturgy, was divided
among a group. Again, the Emperor's having taken up his seat
in Constantinople, Rome and its district was more and more
administered by its Patriarch-Bishop, to whom also the
easterners often had recourse and whom their councils treated
as the chief of their order. After 476 Italy had no resident
Emperor, but only his delegate in civil authority, the authority
of this Ecclesiastical power became greater still. It had its court
of appeal, records, and general machinery of government more
and more developed. The Bishop of Rome was still a subject
of the Emperor in Constantinople, but more and more did he
replace, over the Latin West, the idea of the Emperor in men's
minds. At this moment, 596, the office was held by one of the
greatest figures in history, St Gregory I. He was born a great
Roman noble in 540, had been made civil governor of the city,
and, becoming a cleric, had been acclaimed Bishop by clergy
and people in 590, his fiftieth year.
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